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Project  SEARCH New Mexico  

SAVE THE DATE

~Alex Rios, MPH, CESP, ACRE
Project SEARCH NM Statewide Coordinator

UNM Center for Development and Disability 

July  14 -18, 20 25

Project  SEARCH   
Nat ional 

Conference

Austin, Texas
www.projectsearch.us/ conference

Check out  this sneak peak of 
what?s to come from our 
co-founder, Susie Rutkowski:

ht t ps:// www.yout ube.com/

watch?v=jrySaGUW EL0

Upcoming Important  Dates:

May 31: Regular pricing ends

June 1: Late regist rat ion 
pricing begins

June 20 : Regist rat ion Ends
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A STANDING OVATION 
to  our b ri l l iant  Pro ject  SEARCH New  Mexico 
graduates and t he ext raord inary teams w ho 
championed t hem through another remarkab le year!

W ith dedicat ion, our Project  SEARCH teams have done far more than 
deliver compet it ive skills t raining? they've built  bridges to thriving futures. 
They've connected interns not  only to employment  opportunit ies but  to a 
full constellat ion of w rap-around supports: behavioral health services, 
healthcare, housing, and inclusion in the act ivit ies that  spark their 
passions.

Because of this deep commitment , our graduates don't  just  step into 
adulthood? they soar into it , surrounded by circles of care that  empower 
them to live lives rich w ith purpose, d ignit y, and joy.

This year, our teams pushed boundaries and expanded 
horizons? cult ivat ing new  internships at  every site and welcoming fresh 
employer partners into the grow ing Project  SEARCH family.

And the momentum cont inues: we are thrilled to welcome 61 new  interns 

across our eight  p rograms statew ide, and proudly celebrate the Cit y of  

Deming, where a brand-new  program w ill launch this July!

To every team member: thank you for light ing the way for our youth. Your 
passion fuels not  just  ind ividual journeys, but  a collect ive future of 
inclusion, empowerment , and possib ilit y.

http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://erios@salud.unm.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrySaGUWEL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrySaGUWEL0


CELEBRATIONS AND GRADUATIONS 
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 Presby ter ian Rust  Med ical Center Project  SEARCH

The Hive Educat ion Project  SEARCH
Holloman A ir Force Base Project  SEARCH

Cent ral Consolidat ed School Dist r ict  Project  SEARCH UNM Hosp it al Project  SEARCH

Embassy  Suit es Project  SEARCH Cit y  of  Farm ington Project  SEARCH

May was a month full of celebrat ions, happy tears, and community unit y at  Project  SEARCH graduat ions 
across the state. Nearly 50 % of this year?s graduates have already secured compet it ive, integrated 
employment ! Many have gone on to get  their driver?s licenses, moved into their ow n p laces, and enrolled 
in college courses. Please enjoy the below  photos and videos highlight ing our graduates. Click on the 

links under the p ictures to enjoy more Project  SEARCH memories from 20 25.

http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://erios@salud.unm.edu
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UNMH HOSTS INNOVATIVE REVERSE JOB FAIR 
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On May 16, 20 25, the incredib le 20 25 UNMH Project  Search interns took center 
stage at  a vibrant  and inspiring Reverse Job Fair ?  and what  a success it  was! 
Each intern proudly hosted their own booth, where they dazzled at tendees w ith 
their personal stories, showcased highlights from their Project  Search journeys, 
and handed out  polished resumes along w ith fun, personalized ?t rading cards.?

Visitors got  a dynamic look at  the interns? impressive rotat ions across UNMH 
departments such as Intervent ional Radiology, the Linens Department , the "BAT 
Cave" classroom, Rehabilit at ion, the BBRP Kitchen, Child  Life, and more. W ith 
confidence and professionalism, every intern int roduced themselves and shared 
their future dreams and career goals w ith enthusiasm.

Adding to the energy of the event , staff from DVR and Best  Buddies were also 
present , offering valuable insights and resources. This unforget table day was a 
shining example of innovat ion, collaborat ion, and empowerment .

Bravo to t he ent ire UNMH Project  Search team and especially to  t he interns ?  
you rocked it !       Photos of interns: Mari, Andrik, Luis

OUTSTANDING TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR 

We would like to take this opportunit y to honor David Gage for the 
profound impact  he has made on our Project  SEARCH community 
in his 9 and half years as our skills t rainer at  the Embassy Suites 
Project  SEARCH program. David was part  of the team that  was 
responsib le for the preparat ion and launch of our second Project  
SEARCH site in New  Mexico. Throughout  his tenure as a skills 
t rainer, David provided compassionate, person-centered supports   

to all 58 of the interns and their families who went  through the Embassy Suites program during his tenure. David?s 
unique abilit y to build  relat ionships and connect  w ith our host  business staff, t hink outside of the box for solut ions,  
and priorit ize inclusion and personal goals of the interns has made him an invaluable member of our Project  
SEARCH family. He lights up the room w ith his b ig smile and contagious laughter and is one of the hardest  working 
people we know ; always put t ing other?s before himself. In addit ion to his role as a skills t rainer, David has dedicated 
his 23-year career to working w ith people w ith d isabilit ies in other capacit ies such as being a DD waiver provider, 
inclusive employer, and community support  liaison w ith A lbuquerque Public Schools. Please join us in recognizing 
David for his everlast ing cont ribut ions to our community!

Innovat ion at  Work! 

http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://erios@salud.unm.edu


SKILLS ASSESSMENT DAY SUCCESS

PROJECT SEARCH TAKES OFF IN DEMING!
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The Cit y of  Deming 's Pro ject  SEARCH 
program marked an excit ing  milestone 
w ith it s very f irst  Skills Assessment  and Interview  
Day!  It  was an energ izing event  leading up to the 

program's off icial launch this year. W ith the full 
support  of the Cit y of Deming's leadership team 

and dedicated mentors, candidates explored 
eight  interact ive skills stat ions, each modeled 
after tasks from the 12 ant icipated internship 

rotat ions. These included act ivit ies such as oil 
checks, administ rat ive work, customer service 

simulat ions, custodial tasks, and safe handling of 
hazardous materials.

The day was made possib le through a st rong 

network of community partners:  The 
Department  of Workforce Solut ions conducted 

mock interviews, PFE hosted a parent  
orientat ion, and Deming Public Schools offered 
essent ial t ransportat ion and t ranslat ion support .  

The atmosphere was f illed w ith ant icipat ion and 
posit ivit y as candidates demonst rated eagerness, 

engagement , and readiness to become part  of 
the Project  SEARCH family.

The future interns left  a powerful f irst  impression 

on their mentors, and the ent ire team is looking 
forward w ith excitement  to the program's launch 

this fall.     

Morning Orientat ion

Interview  Stat ion 

Oil Check Stat ion 

Grounds Upkeep Stat ion Off ice Stat ion 

http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://belle@suncapitalhotels.com 
http://belle@suncapitalhotels.com 
http://belle@suncapitalhotels.com 
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!

NEW  MARKETING MATERIALS

Universal Project  SEARCH 
New Mexico Informat ional                                     

Brochure (Eng lish)

Universal Project  SEARCH 
New  Mexico Informat ional                                     

Brochure (Spanish)

NEW  MEXICO TRAINING ASSOCIATES APPLICATION NOW  OPEN!

http://erios@salud.unm.edu
http://erios@salud.unm.edu
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